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His dusky face and thickset limbs gave him a very Dirk
Hatteraick appearance, fully borne out by the tenor of his
public and private life. I have already recorded a sample of
his conduct in my account of his expedition against the Batman,
but it is only a sample. Khalid is said to take a special plea-
sure in the G-essler-like amusement of placing- a lemon on the
head or in the extended band of some one of his followers as a
mark for his own personal musket-practice; and his capricious
cruelty renders him no less dangerous to his friends than to his
enemies. However, in quality of vassal to the Sultan Thoweynee,
he is in many points under a certain restraint, and can change
nothing in the general order of commerce, duties, customs, or
privileges of the province. Many attempts have been made to
remove him from office ; but his Nejdean alliances have enabled
him to keep his post, in defiance of an almost universal hatred.

Towards the southerly end of the town is situated the large
market-place., divided into separate Sooks or quarters, according-
to the received Eastern custom. Near its centre stands the
Keysareeyah, a long and lofty vaulted building, strongly con-
structed, and furnished with iron-bound gates, duly closed at
nightfall to guard the riches it contains. In a thick stone
tower within the precincts of the Keysareeyah is kept the
government treasure. The shops around are neat and well-
built, and the whole has an air of solidity and wealth. Instead
of Arab warehouses, in which goods and owner are alike on the
ground-level, or even a little below it, we find here regular
shops, with raised seats, counters, and shelves, much like the
arrangements ordinary in Bombay or Madras, with the frequent
addition of a strongbox, denoting cash, and account-books of
businesslike size and shape. Merchants, chiefly Hindoos or
Loothians (natives of Loodianah), make great display of Cache-
mire shawls, Bengal manufactures, Persian arms, and jewellery
of various kinds, much beyond whatever I could have antici-
pated in Arabia; customers too are not wanting. The slave-
traffic is unceasing, and few of the town merchants but have a
share in it; it is carried on within-doors, in compliance with
the prudent recommendation given by Yakoob.

The northern quarter of the town owns a large number of
weavers' establishments, wherein are made the light red cloaks
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